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Committee Annual Report

This  has  been  an  extraordinary  year,  and
fortunately  we  have  come  through  quite
comfortably - a result of significant work by many
people, the enthusiasm of our dancers, and the
outstanding management of the pandemic by our
governments.

Our year started well with the Andre Farewell /
Kaye Laurendet workshop.  At our AGM several
long-standing  committee  members  retired  and
we  gained  new  committee  members.   The
various  Christmas  parties  were  successes,  the
new  year  started  well,  and  we  even  had  a
performance at Curtin University.  And then it all
changed.

Our  major  workshop,  with  touring  Romanian
choreographers/teachers Marius and Maria Ursu,
was scheduled for  the  last  weekend in  March.
Three  years  in  the  planning  and  with  all
arrangements  settled,  we  watched  as  the
pandemic  came  to  dominate  the  news.   Nine
days before the start of the workshop, as borders
were closing, the teachers returned home.  A few
day later  our  regular  sessions  were  cancelled.
About a month later we started our virtual dance
sessions.

As  the  community  infections  declined,  the
government  allowed  activities  to  resume,
provided  health  conditions  were  met.   We
prepared  immediately  to  resume  classes,  but
then  found  that  the  hierarchy at  St  Margaret's
Hall had changed, and they had new plans for
their  hall  and  were  largely  disinterested  in  our
activities.   We  finally  resumed  Nedlands
sessions at the end of May.  Meanwhile, the Hills
dancers ran outdoor dance sessions until  early
June, when they resumed in Glen Forrest Hall.

So we reach the end of September (PID's year)
with our regular Nedlands and Hills sessions, our
Nedlands  Intro  and  Jennifer  Eyre's  East  Freo
Intro,  and  Palenque's  intermittent  sessions  in
Albany,  all  with  pandemic  restrictions.   Our
Graduate,  Performance  and  Contradance
sessions are all cancelled for now, largely due to

hall  availability.   This  hasn't  been  a  year  in
which we could make headway on our  long-
standing goal to attract more dancers, and our
activities  are  slightly  diminished,  but  we've
shown  resilience  in  difficult  times  and  are
ready for the next year.

The Committee would like to  acknowledge
and thank John Whaite for his extraordinary
work  in  keeping  PID  activities  going  since
the Coronavirus hit  Australia early in 2020.
His leadership,  and the time and effort  he
contributed  during  a  constantly  changing
and daunting period has meant that PID re-
mains strong and resilient.

PID Committee 2020

See also the Chairman's thanks on page 2

Committee Changes

Following  the  AGM and  some  subsequent
shenanigans,  there  are  a  few  committee
changes for the 2020-2021 committee.

The new committee is:

John Whaite Chairperson

Jenny Bardill Deputy Chairperson

Maria Jenkins Secretary

Jenny Currell Treasurer

Anne Griffiths Committee Member

Arek Filipczyk Committee Member

Leigh Richmond Committee Member

Louise Scott Committee Member

The committee  would like  to  thank retiring
member  Margaret  McHugh,  who  continues
to  manage  bookings,  and  the  retiring
Pomotions  Subcommittee  -  Paula
Schneider,  Jennifer  Eyre  and  Trish  Eyre.
Committee work is often difficult and the pay
isn't  great,  so  thanks  for  hanging  in  there
and enjoy your newfound freedom.

John Whaite
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From the Chairperson

I'd  like to thank everyone who contributed to
our Association during the year - the dancers
who  joined  us  in  person  and  through  the
internet, and especially the many people who
took on specific tasks:

Anne Griffiths Committee,  Promotions  &
Events Subcommittee liaison

Eve Blair Committee, teacher

Jennifer Eyre Hills manager, teacher, 
Performance organiser, 
Promotions & Events 
subcommittee

Jenny Bardill Teaching scheduler, 
Nedlands health manager, 
Contradance subcommittee, 
hall liaison, 2019 Committee

Jenny Currell Treasurer, requests compiler, 
teacher, zoom teacher, Hills 
support

John Bardill 2019 President & Committee

Leigh Richmond Committee

Louise Scott Committee

Maria Jenkins Secretary, teacher

Margaret McHugh Committee, Beginner's 
Champion, Attendance 
organiser

Martin Williams Grapevine Editor, 2019 
Committee, Historian

Palenque Blair Albany manager, teacher

Paula Schneider Promotions & Events 
subcommittee chair, 2019 
Committee

Peter Fallon Teacher, requests compiler, 
dance leader

Sara Friedman Teacher

Trish Eyre Committee,  Promotions  &
Events subcommittee,

There are others who have contributed in ways
that can't be explained in a word or two, and
these  summaries  of  contributions  don't  do
justice to the work involved.

Thank you all.

John Whaite 

HAG - Have a Go Day!!

On 11th November,  Perth International  Dance
had a promotional stall at the 2020 Have a Go
Day.

According  to   Coordinator  Dawn Yates  HAG
attracted over 13,000 attendees.  Between 150
–  200  stopped  by  our  stall  attracted  by  our
banners, old and new!

Lots  of  information  was  available  about  our
upcoming 'Introduction to Folk Dance' classes
as well as general information about PID was
distributed/handed out.  We collected few new
emails for our ever-growing email list.

Our costume display drew a lot of interest to
the  stall.   The  slide  show  was  another
innovation with  the PID’s activities displayed.
Many  thanks  to  Martin  Williams  for  his
selection  of  photos  and  Jennifer  Eyre  for
putting them all together in the display.  

The  “flash mob” for Damat Halyi was another
activity  and  was  performed early  in  the  day.
Lots of PID members helped with the stall and
their help was greatly appreciated.  

Promotion Committee



2020 Treasurer’s Report for the AGM
With the 2019 AGM failing to elect a Treasurer I
offered,  with  some  reservations,  to  fill  the
breach in December. I then gradually took over
the  Treasurer  duties,  a  somewhat  steep
learning curve! After nearly 12 months I feel I’ve
pretty much got a handle on it.

2019-20  was  an  interesting year,  to  say  the
least.  All  dance sessions were suspended for
two months between March and late May due
to  the  Covid-19  shutdowns  and  on  return  to
regular  sessions  a  completely  new  charging
system  needed  to  be  developed  due  to
lingering restrictions on using cash. A monthly
billing system was gradually developed and, I
suspect,  might  be  here  to  stay,  with  ongoing
efficiency tweaks.

Two workshops with overseas teachers were to
have  been  held  during  this  year  but
unfortunately both were cancelled due to Covid.
The  Marius  Ursu  workshop  incurred  costs  of
almost $600 due to the very late stage at which
it was cancelled.

Starting  in  February  we  trialled a  reduced
session  fee  of  $5  for  members  which  was
interrupted by Covid & subsequently affected by
ongoing  smaller  session  attendances.  The $7
session  fee  was  reinstated  in  August  due  to
ongoing monthly losses.

After much discussion the Committee agreed to
remove the unwaged or pensioner discount on
membership  fees  and set  all  memberships  at
the previous discount rate of $20 p.a.

Banking  with  both  ING and Unicredit/Unibank
had  become  increasingly  problematic  and
unsatisfactory. Our savings account at ING was
closed after moving that money to Bendigo in
February 2020 and in June we started using a
new  working  account,  also  at  Bendigo.  The
Unibank  account  is  not  yet  closed  due  to
lingering transactions applying to that account.

Income for the financial year of 1 Oct 2019 to
30 Sep 2020 was $18,279.91 and expenditure
$21,941.60, an overall  loss of  $3,661.69.  The
group invested in new sound equipment early in
the year.

Major  expenses  include  insurance,  Monday
Xmas  party  and  organisational  memberships.
Monday evening sessions ran at a loss of just
over $1,000 and Saturday mornings a loss of
around $300. Details available at the AGM

Many thanks  to  John Whaite  for  his  ongoing
assistance with learning the job.

Jenny Currell, PID Treasurer

Folk Dance Etiquette

Folk  dance  etiquette  is  often  a  topic  at  folk
dance  introductory courses.  Back  in  the  late
1960's Nancy McGowan Pruitt drew a series of
Folk  Dance  Etiquette  Posters  for  the  Austin
International  Folk  Dancers  and Texas Camp.
Ron  Houston  Folk  Dance  Federation  of
California,  scanned  them  and  pixel-edited
them for their website.

So,  for  another  view of  folk  dance  etiquette
with a bit of humor included, have a look the
following website and the timeless posters at
the end of the page - see example below.

http://www.socalfolkdance.org/articles/folk_dan
ce_etiquette_oakes.htm

Paula Schneider

PID does have its  own etiquette  and related
documents.   Check  out  our  'Tips  for  New
Dancers' to be found on PID-Web at  :        
http://www.perthinternationaldance.org.au/tips.html

Have you Noticed?

Normally our Christmas issue features stories
from our globe trotters, but not this year!! No
foreign  holidays  and  hence  no  trip-tales  in
Grapevine.  Travelling to the south-west of the
state was hard enough for a long time under
lockdown! One of our group did go overseas.
We also heard from Tuna recently; she's now
living and studying in Turkey. See page 6.

http://www.socalfolkdance.org/articles/folk_dance_etiquette_oakes.htm
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Dancing by the River
In July of this year a temporary opening for a
dance  teacher  at  the  East  Fremantle  Lawn
Tennis  Club  presented  itself  as  Gillian,  their
Line Dance teacher, is unwell.  
While taking the leap from Line Dance to Folk
Dance  seemed  too  much  for  most,  a
successful Introductory Course was started in
September and completed in early November.
Participants  have  requested  to  continue  on
with classes which are at the Tennis Club on
Jerrat Drive every Monday from 12.30 pm to 2
pm.  After class we enjoy a drink on the deck
overlooking the river.
We are hoping to increase the size of the class
enough to allow a drop in the fees, eventually
coming in line with other PID classes.  All are
welcome and the view is ‘to die for’, so please
put the word out.
I  am  happy  to  report  we  have  already
welcomed a new dancer who comes to us as a
result of the hard work of the Promotions sub-
Committee  and  volunteers  who  manned  the
stall at the Have a Go Day on November 11th.
Thank you Paula and her team!
This  class,  the  River  Group,  has  decided  to
follow the Hills Group and dance during school
terms, having school holidays off.  So, after a
farewell 2020 coffee on Monday 14th, we will
reconvene on Monday 1st February 2021.
Our best wishes for a speedy recovery go to
Gillian.
Be safe and well this holiday season and we’ll
see you in the dance.

Jennifer

'Flatlanders' meet 'Hills-folk' - Spring Party - 25 September 2020

Dancing in the Hills
We have barely been touched by the Covid19
restrictions put in place this year. 
We missed a couple of weeks due to lockdown
and while Europe and some parts of Australia
were  forced  to  continue,  Perth  could  meet
outside with up to 10 people.  So we danced in
the park!

Our thanks go to the Glen Forrest Community
Garden for the use of their furniture and the
all-important rake.   As we danced under the
shade of the trees I created a new dance…the
Tree  Root  Trip  and  Roll  with  a  leaf  covered
recovery! ... and we could still order take away
coffee from our local café and take it across to
the park.   We sat in a socially distanced circle
and appreciated how very lucky we are to live
in  such  a  safe  and  beautiful  place.   The
weather  was,  for  the most  part,  perfect;   we
only  lost  one  day  due  to  rain  and  danced
through the school holidays to make up for that
and the days lost to lockdown.  By then, we
were back in the hall with little or no restriction
placed on our group.
In Spring we partied, happy to welcome a few
of  our  ‘flatlander’ friends,  and  afterwards  we
enjoyed lunch at Jenny Currell’s place with her
garden putting on a beautiful display as usual.
It  is always lovely to catch up with everyone
outside of dancing.  Sometimes the steps of a
particular dance are written on serviettes but
it’s more likely to be the name of a plant or a
good book!  We always end up in the same
place,  Glen  Forrest  Hall,  cnr  Statham  and
Marnie,  on  Fridays  at  9.30am followed  by a
coffee at the Glen Forrest Gourmet, and all are
welcome.
Wishing you all the very best end of year and
good fortune and good health in 2021.

See you in the dance. Jennifer



Dancing 2020 - Truly a Year like no Other
Wow!  2020 really was an interesting year.  With
Covid19 there was no dancing at the hall for about
3  months;  Committee  meetings  were  held  via
Zoom, as was teaching for 5 Saturdays (although
that  did allow us to share them and other  Zoom
sessions with dance groups over east) and our two
planned workshop weekends had to be cancelled -
Romanian with Marius & Maria Ursu [28-29 March]
and Armenian with Tineke and Maurits  van Geel
[end of October].

WA was blessed with virtually no Covid19,  thanks
mainly to the borders being closed, but even when
dancing  in  the  hall  restarted  we  were  limited  in
numbers,  socially  distanced,  could  not  use  the
kitchen,  had  to  eat  & drink  outside and  held  no
party nights.

The  Committee  had  some  difficult  decisions  to
make and our thanks go to them for  their focus.
Even  with  Zoom  they  seem  to  have  had  more
meetings and their virtual meetings seemed to take
longer than the real thing. Was that really the idea?

2020 - Dances Taught - 12 months to Nov.

Apart  from  the  Zoom  sessions  done  during
lockdown, some 27 dances taught over 5 sessions,
this year's tally of dances taught  at Saturday and
Monday sessions is 96, yes that's ninety-six!! About
125  altogether!!  That  really  is  a  lot  of  dances  -
many of them new.

By country there were 26 Israeli, 20 Romanian, 13
Armenian (Jenny Currell did a feature weekend of
some  of  Tineke's  dances),  8  Macedonian,  6
Bulgarian, 6 Greek & 3 Turkish.

My personal  view is  that  that  was  far  too  many
dances  and  that  we  should  focus  on  fewer  new
dances and much less teaching.  If  we really are
trying to attract new dance talent then we have to
have a less challenging regime.  Many new dances
are quickly forgotten. Martin Williams

Teaching vs Requests
One of the enduring questions the committee asks
is,  how should we structure  our  dance sessions,
particularly time teaching vs requests.  There is no
easy answer, but here are a few observations.

As with music, some people just like the old stuff,
others get bored with it and want something new.
Some people don't come to the lesson, but more
don't stay for requests.  Dances may be taught to
add to repertoire, to revive old repertoire, or simply
to entertain.

I could go on, but we think the current formula is
fairly  good  for  three  reasons:  most  commercial
dance classes are 1 hour; we've survived 40 years
this  way;  and when we've asked the question of
the dancers there's been little appetite for change.

John Whaite

Bits and Pieces    -    2020 in pictures

31st October - Jenny C's Armenian 'tour'

25th July   --  John Whaite's birthday bash

29th Aug. -- Sat. 19th masked birthday party

30th May  -  1st Saturday  back  after  Zoom
sessions - dancing at a distance



Life Membership for The Bardills
In  Grapevine  last  Christmas  we  said  a  big
thank you to the Bardills for many, many years
of  work  on  the  Committee  and  many  more
behind  the  scenes  -  like  supporting  the
Saturday Group since its inception.
At  the  recent  AGM  John  and  Jenny  were
awarded  life  membership  of  PID.  They  are
pictured below receiving their certificates from
Chairperson John Whaite.
Well done to both of them.

Party, Party, Party - Christmas Party Dates

This year  the main PID Xmas party will  be on
Saturday 19th December

and  on  Monday  21st we  will  hold  a  Wake -
come and say farewell - our last use of St Marg's

Restart Dates for 2021
Saturday 9 January
Monday 11 January
River Group Monday 1st Feb.
Hills Friday 5 February

Tuna - Talking Turkey
We recently had an email  from Tuna to  say
hello and wish us well. She is in Ankara and
misses us, describing the worsening Covid19
situation  there,  with  weekend  and  nighttime
curfews,  and  cafés  and  restaurants  closed.
Her parents are currently staying with her in an
apartment that has great views over the city. 
She  also  says  that
she's  battling  with
bureaucracy in   terms
of getting Oz diplomas
certified  and  a  driving
licence  -  our  licences
are  not  enough.   She
has  to  attend  classes
and take a test!
She has a return ticket for 18 January to get
some warmth for a couple of months!!

The Threat of Homelessness!

After 22 years at St Margaret's -- we started
there on 24 August 1998 - the new Church
Committee  has  given  us  our  marching
orders!!   It  doesn't  seem to  be  something
that  we did  or said  -  just  eviction.   Secret
church business!! They  are obviously not in
tune with an on-line quote that 'Dancers are
the athletes of  God'.   Perhaps that  was a
different God?

Back in the late nineties it did take us some
time to adapt to our new hall and it took until
11th Oct  2008  before  the  Saturday  Group
moved  from  the  John  Leckie  Hall  to  St
Marg's. Times were 10:30 - 12:30 at first.

Since  then  it  has  felt  more  and  more  like
home,  nice  floor,  nice  ambience,  good
acoustics, good parking, good facilities. But
no more.  All good things come to an end.

At the time of writing it looks like we'll move
to  Dalkeith  Hall  in  Waratah  Ave  with  the
Saturday session  moving  to  the  afternoon
and only running three weeks per month. 

Watch this space!! Check PID-Web.

In the Beginning .. ..

 Dancers at the wake for our previous hall in Wembley  17 August . 98

Please try to get to the wake on Monday 21st to
say 'farewell'  to St Marg's.   The Group's last
wake was on 17 August 1998 when we left the
Scout Hall in Wembley. When we first moved
to St  Margaret's there were large carpets on
the  floor  which  had  to  be  rolled  up  before
dancing and replaced at the end of the session
-  Monday  evenings  only  at  that  stage  of
course.  That  was  really heavy work  and the
Committee thought seriously about a proposal
to move to a hall in Mosman Park that we had
used for André's visit in July 1999.
We soon got used to carpet rolling and the rest
is history.. ..  until this year of course!
Will St Margaret's be flattened and built on as
was the old Wembley hall?



Recent Trips of one sort or another!!
Some trips are definitely better than others!
Gisela  is  a  regular  contributor  to  Grapevine,
ranging from recent  tales of  lockdown under
Covid19  to  stories  of  rambles  up  Mt
Kilimanjaro,  trips  to  Vietnam,  South  America
and Galapagos, Bulgaria, NZ to see Fiona and
a trip to  Apeldoorn to see André back in 2007!!
One  of  her  most  recent  trips  took  her  for  a
walk  through a  glass  door!!   That  was early
December  and  she  ending  up  in  ED  at
Charlies being stitched up and not surprisingly
lying low for a bit.
She reports that her leg is improving but that
her hand is still pretty useless.  So no dancing
and not much typing for a while -  everything
takes so much longer, including emails.
Get well Gisela, we need you!!

Overseas Trip - from Gisela
Deprived of real overseas travel I  finally took
myself and my bike over to Rotto recently for
the day on a Special Fundraiser fare. 

Rotto had changed a bit since I was last there
including  an  addition  to  the  Thompson  Bay
Hotel  (a ‘modern’ style  in concrete),  the new
Eco Camp Resort  (grey,  square and densely
packed  tents  on  floorboards  resembling  a
refuge camp look), new ablutions at the West
End  (more  concrete,  unimaginative  angular
structure) complete with a coffee van (powered
by a noisy generator).

Did I really mean to sound that negative!!? 
Commercial  development  is  scary  and
unpredictable, especially on this precious and
solitary holiday island of  ours  -  especially at
the  ‘wild  natural’  West  End,  but  really
everywhere.
I  gave  the  Rottnest  Island  Board  some
comments and this is what I got back from the
Assistant Director Major Projects:

Works  for  the  West  End  Enhancement
includes  the  development  of  a  bus  stop
precinct  with  toilets,  shelters  and  seating  to
service  visitors  to  Cathedral  Rocks  and  the
West  End  recreation  sites,  as  well  as
installation of iconic artwork and interpretation
to deliver an experience that resonates with a
global audience and brings to life the stories of
the Whadjuk Noongar people.

Stage  1  was  completed  November  2020.
Estimated project completion date for stage 2
is April 2021. More information on each of the
projects  is  available  on  the  RIA  website  at
http://ria.wa.gov.au/major-projects/national-
tourism-icons/west-end.
The generator used by the coffee van at the
West End is necessary as there is no mains
power available in this location. The generator
used  is  noise-attenuating,  however,  some
noise will always be experienced.

Thank you  for  taking  an interest  in  Rottnest
Island.
Kind regards ... name supplied

I'm not going to give up on Rotto., but I also
look forward to visiting real ‘Wild natural’ island
places further  afield,  elsewhere  in  the  world,
hopefully not too far in the future.

Gisela Gmeinder



Does History Repeat Itself??

Check out the 1869   poem by Kitty O'Meara   

More Photos from the Hills Spring Party

Relaxing over lunch in Jenny Currell's garden
after the Hills Spring party.

Some of Jenny's helpers in her garden - and
don't  they look proud -  are they magic eggs
that they have laid?

Missing in Action?

2020 was to have been a year of visits by two
international choreographers to conduct week-
end workshops. As we know neither of those
happened even though a huge amount of work
went into planning for them. Thanks to every-
one who worked hard on that preparation.

In  the  event,  for  the  dances  of  Marius  and
Maria Ursu, due to visit at the end of March,
Peter,  John and Eve each selected some of
their dances and focused on teaching them in
June, July and August. The following is a list of
the dances taught:

Ariciul
Asta-I Hora Mare
Axionul
Beshtepeanca
Branza De La Reviga
Carashelul ca pe Valea Prutului
Hangul de la Pipirig
Hiciul
Jiana de la Tilishca
Pandelashul
Vlascencutsa

Special Armenian Lesson by Jenny Currell

The second visit should have been by Tineke
and Maurits van Geel at end of October.

Many thanks  to  Jenny Currell  who  used  the
Saturday  to  present  the  following  set  of
Armenian dances:

Asmar Aghchik
Fresno Agchik (modern)
Garoon
Gorani
Guhniega
Im Gousan Es
Margarit
Mesjokh Khur
Msho Gorani
Ninoyem
Ovive Yerk
Tamzara - Tineke style

The focus of the two Christmas/ EOCY events
will  be on dances taught this year!  Time for
you to swot up on some of the above perhaps!

https://www.sapeople.com/2020/03/18/and-the-people-stayed-home-by-kitty-omeara/

	G R A P E V I N E
	G R A P E V I N E

